
August 18, 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, and MPS Staff: 
 
It is time for our annual celebration of our return to school!  This year, it feels much more 
special than most years.  We will celebrate with you as we have a full return for all 
students.  What we have collectively experienced throughout this pandemic has taught us 
lessons we can lean on today to be successful in our efforts.  The pandemic has not yet been 
defeated, and we still need to take actions to protect each other and maintain a strong and 
stable school environment.  Over the spring we were able to loosen restrictions on the school 
environment, and we will start this school year with the following mitigation strategies in 
place:   
 

1. Masks will be required for all students, staff, and visitors when indoors, and while riding 
the bus. 

2. Lunch will have distancing protocols in place while students are eating. 
3. There are no masks required when students, staff, or visitors are outdoors.   

 
It is remarkable that we have been able to lift so many restrictions since last year.  My message 
to our community is simple: I want to avoid any and all interruptions this school year.  We all 
want to have a consistent school year for our kids.  Masks will help us achieve this goal.  Masks 
will limit unnecessary quarantine time for our kids and will prevent the spread of COVID in our 
schools.   
 
I truly look forward to welcoming back all of our students and I hope you all enjoy the rest of 
your summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Bergeron 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MPS Back-to-School FAQs 
Aug. 18, 2021 

 

1. I am vaccinated.  Will I need to wear a mask in the upcoming school year?   

Yes, all students, staff and visitors have to wear a mask inside our school buildings and on our 
busses this fall.  Face-masks are not required: (1) when outside; or (2) when an individual is 
working alone in a cubicle, classroom, or their own office.   
 
 
2. Will MPS require additional physical distancing when we return to school?   

We will do our best to maintain some physical distance when eating and use our best 
judgements to maintain some physical distancing requirements in classrooms for the 
upcoming school year.  There is no strict six foot distancing in any of our facilities moving 
forward.   
 
3. Is there a remote option this year?   

 
There is no remote option for school this year.  Please refer to the DESE COVID-19 
guidance issued on May 27, 2021, page 4:  DESE COVID GUIDANCE 

Districts will no longer be able to offer remote learning as a standard learning model.  As 
noted above, districts and schools will be required to be in-person, full-time, five days a 
week this fall.  

4. Will MPS continue to allow access to a COVID testing program?   

We will continue to explore appropriate testing strategies, including those being offered by 
the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The district is also exploring 
opportunities for students to remain in school even as a close contact by conducting rapid 
antigen testing (BINAX tests) instead of quarantining.        

 

5. Will MPS host another vaccination clinic?  If yes, when? 

Yes!  MPS will be hosting a vaccine clinic for MHS students on 9/9/21 and for Whitcomb 
students on 9/10/21.  Please watch your email for the digital sign up through Bouvier 
Pharmacy.   

6. Are masks required on school buses?   

Yes. Passengers and drivers must wear a mask on school buses. In addition, all MPS school 
buses must have windows open at all times.  For more information, here is the CDC’s Order.  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doe.mass.edu%2Fcovid19%2Fon-desktop%2Fcovid19-guide-updates.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Ckrundlett%40mps-edu.org%7C91425c504fdf4ac97df108d96266c570%7Cb93be38821e84bf8bd15599c381becbf%7C0%7C0%7C637649015815568742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zbgfJZKw4MqG0pUBLEszYG1WbU%2Bio8%2BPfRQgMSbDrrI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fquarantine%2Fmasks%2Fmask-travel-guidance.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckrundlett%40mps-edu.org%7C91425c504fdf4ac97df108d96266c570%7Cb93be38821e84bf8bd15599c381becbf%7C0%7C0%7C637649015815578702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ysPnBU01kVnbJypebEa0b3%2BI1StiY7yQCIv5UprguDI%3D&reserved=0


 

7. Food Service 
 
A reminder that both breakfast and lunch are available for all students, and there is no cost 
for the food service program in Marlborough.   
 
8. Transportation 

 
Bus routes will be posted early next week.  Questions about transportation can be directed 
to Steve Phalen at 508-460-3509 x13815 or by email sphalen@mps-edu.org.   
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